[Prognosis and life expectancy in primary biliary cirrhosis].
The aim of the present study was to investigate prognosis and life expectancy in patients with primary biliary cirrhosis. We retrospectively analysed 59 patients from western Austria over 15 years (mean 6 years). The results of the present study were compared with the average life expectancy of the population of western Austria and with the results of the Mayo study published in 1989. The mean survival time in our study was 112.7 months, 25% were dead by 132 months. Kaplan-Meier analysis showed a 95% probability to survive 1 year and a 84% probability to be alive at 5 years. Asymptomatic patients had a significantly better prognosis than symptomatic patients. In comparison with the Mayo study the patients in our study had a better prognosis and in comparison with the normal population a significantly worse life expectancy.